Federal Funding 101

An Introduction to
Grants & Appropriations

By Senators Murray & Cantwell
Staff



Federal Funding 101Goals

o To provide the information and tools
necessary to search and apply for Federal
grants

o To provide a clear understanding of the
Congressional appropriations process

o To educate constituents on their
Congressional delegation’s role in obtaining
Federal funding



Senator Murray’s
Committee Assignments

o Appropriations
o Budget
o Health, Education, Labor & Pensions (HELP)

o Veterans' Affairs



Senator Cantwell’s
Committee Assignments

o Commerce, Science & Transportation
Committee

o Energy And Natural Resources Committee
o Indian Affairs Committee

o Small Business & Entrepreneurship



Federal Funding VVocabulary

o Competitive Grant
o Authorizing v. Appropriating

o Congressional Appropriation
Programmatic v. Line Iltem Earmark



Grants 101

o Handouts
“Grants Information for Constituents” (CRS Report)

“What Grants Funders Look For”
(Office of Sen. Murray)

CFDA grant example
o Key Resources

Grants.gov

http//www.grants.gov

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA)
http://www.cfda.gov

Murray’s Grant Gateway
http://murray.senate.qov/grants

Federal Register
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/topics/grants.html



http://www.cfda.gov/
http://murray.senate.gov/grants
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/topics/grants.html
http://murray.senate.gov/grants/crs-grants-info.pdf
http://murray.senate.gov/grants/grant-funders.pdf
http://www.grants.gov

Grants.gov
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Accessibility Compliance
== The charter of Grants.gov, one of 24 President's Management Agenda E-Government initiatives, is to provide a simple, unified electranic starefrant for interactions between
Contact Us grant applicants and the Federal agencies that manage grant funds. There are 26 Federal grant-rmaking agencies and over 800 individual grant programs that award over
$350 billion In grants each year. The grant community, including state, local and tribal governments, academia and research instititions, and not-for-profits, need only visit
one wehsite, Grants.gov, to access the annual grant funds avallable actoss the Federal govemment. For an overview of Grants.gov, please review our Vision and Goals
Access the most requested Lbdf). In shar, Grants.gov provides:

information and features.
A single source for finding grant opportunities.

A standardized manner of locating and learning more about funding opportunities.

A single, secure and reliable source for applying for Federal grants online.

A simplified grant application process with reduction of paperwork,

Aunified interface for all agencies to announce their grant opportunities, and for all grant applicants to find and apply for those opportunities.

Select A Topic “

Rebecca Spitzgo. Program In addition to simplifing the grant application process, Grants.gov also creates avenues for consolidation and best practices within each grant-making agency. Grant
Manager making Axencies and Grants.gov Partners Cadh provides 3 list of Grant-making agencies and Grants.gov partners.

John Etcheverry. Deputy
Program Manager Included in the Abhout Us section is information ahout the Grants.gov Program Managerment Office and Program news. You will also find our Accessibility Compliance

R R Staternent, as well as information on how to Contact Grants.gov, See the YWelcome from Secretary Thompson to learn more abhoutwhat HHS Secretary Tommy G. Thompson
Tenry Nicolosi, has to say about Granis.gov. Access the abave links or those on the left side of the screen to leam more.

VEVProgram
Management Lead

Be sure to visit the Grants.gov Communications page to access a range of toals and resources that can be used to further disseminate infarmation about Grants.gov.
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Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
(CFDA)
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The Catalog of Federal
Domestic Assistance Welcome Guest
FAQ | Privacy | Feedback | About The CFDA Website | Search
The Events of Septermber 11th:
LS. Sovernment Resources for the events of September 11th.
Features The Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA)
The online Cataloy of Federal Domestic Assistance gives you access to a database of all Federal programs
BT o e T available to State and local governments (including the District of Columbia); federally -recognized Indian
vp ; - L - h ) ; ; . .
tribal governments; Territories (and possessions) of the United States; domestic public, gquasi-public, and
Applying for Assistance private profit and nonprofit organizations and institutions; specialized groups; and individuals. After you find
. the program you want, contact the office that administers the prograrm and find out how to apply.
Wyfriting Grant Proposals
Top 10% Program List User's Guide
All Programs Listed Mumerically What this website can do for you.
Historical Index Search for Assistance Programs (HTML)
= Search for assistance programs in a variety of ways!
Featured Links
_ CFDA October 2003 Print Edition (PDF)
Eirstgoy Entire Catalog Available in Portal Document Format (PDF).
Grants. goy Additional Catalog Resources
FedBizOpnns Helpful information applying for assistance.
Future Print Editions Notice (PDF File)
Federal Asset Sales ) - P
GE5A's e-Catalog Dissemination.
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Federal Register

GPO Access Resources by rosoft Internet Explorer
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This page is a listing of A0 Access Resources that pertain to a broad topic area, and is constantly
updated and improved. Ifyou have any comments or suggestions for content on this page, please
contact the GPAC Access User Support Team.

Frequertly Renuested Information | Grants & Awards Reoulations | Grants & Avwards Ledizlation
Purchase Grants & Swards Publications | Additional Federal Grants & Swards Resources

Frequently Requested Information

= Treatment of Certain Homelss Assistance Grants (Pub.L. 107-151): To revise certain
grants for continuum of care assistance for homeless individual and families. Signed into
|z on bar, 13, 2002 - [H.R. 3699) TEXT | FDFE

Federal Grants & Awards Regulations
Mew, proposed, and amended regulations concerning grants and awards can be found in the
following GRO Access databases:

Federal Register (FR)

Code of Federal Requlations (CFR)
List of Sections Affected {LSA)
Eenulations.qoy
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Murray’s Grant Gateway

| Murray's Grant Gateway - LI.5. Senator Patty Murray - Washington State - Microsoft Internet Explorer
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ABOUT PATTY Murray's Grant Gateway

CONTACT PATTY

A Message From Senator Murray
SERVICES

Throughout our state, concerned citizens are coming together to solve problems and
improve their communities. Often these innowvative, local solutions need financial

LEGISLATION
support. That's where federal grants can help.

EN ESPANOL

ISSUES: Each vear, Congress provides federal Cabinet departments
Seloct an lssus - - — g == W|th.mnney to support local eﬂ‘nr.ts H.'n'nugh grants. The
X 3 ] Cabinet departments collect applications from across the
-~ 1 ,.‘k CDLII‘Itr-Y a.nd thn.en s.eler.‘t the most deserving projects based
lon objective criteria.

Er—

Federal grants are a high priority for me. In the Senate, I use my position on the
Appropriations Committee to fund our nation's grant programs. & member of my staff
focuses on federal grants. And I've created this Grants Gateway to walk you through
the steps of the grant process,

Set started by reading the 4 Myths listed below.

Best of luck,




Congressional Assistance

o Letters of support
2 weeks notice
Summary/Abstract (draft all right)
Whom to send/address letter to
o Congressional Inquiries
Agency contacts
Reiterate Support
Check Status of Review Process

o Funding Notifications



Helpful Tips

O O O OO0OO

Partnerships are key

Don’t duplicate services

Knowing your project (don’t stretch)
Follow application instructions precisely
Get it in writing!!!

You are responsible for the actions of your

grants writers, consultants and partners
(think audit)

Learn from mistakes — review denied
applications with program officers and
agency staff



Put 1t in Writing

oHave a timeline

oHave one pager



Appropriations 101

o Is a Congressional Appropriation right for
your project?

o Timeline & Deadlines

o Recipe for an Appropriations Reguest
One page summary
Supporting materials
Example of a strong funding request
o Where to send your request

o And If at first you don’t succeed...



Is an Appropriation Right for
Your Project?

1.

Research what federal resources are
available, including loans and grants

Connect with representatives of federal
agencies

Connect with representatives of your state
and national associations

Talk to individuals and groups who have
done the same thing you’re trying to do

Talk to Congressional staff



Common Question

Q: Is it necessary to identify
which bill the funding
would come from?

A. No, but....



Timeline & Deadlines

o Timeline
See handout
o Deadlines

Each Congressional office has their own
deadline for when requests are due.

Sen. Cantwell: Friday, March 4, 2005
Sen. Murray: Friday, March 4, 2005

Sometimes a single office may have multiple
deadlines for different types of projects.

A missed deadline means your request waits
until next yearr.



The Recipe for an
Appropriations Request

o Each Congressional office has
different requirements — some have
worksheets for you to fill out

o Do one request for each project for
which you request funding

o A request is typically a one-page

summary followed by supporting
materials



One Page Summary

Project name

Project description & justification
Specific dollar amount requested
Total cost for the project

Any other secured sources of funding &
amounts

Project timeline
o List of supporters

o Primary contact name, phone number, and
emall address

O O O OO

O



Supporting Materials

o Are usually optional
o Be concise

o Make sure it’s understandable to a lay
person



A Strong Funding Request

o Example:
Highway 12 expansion

o Has a clear statement of the amount of
funding requested

o Has comparatively more local funds
secured than other projects

o Shows a broad base of support

o Arrives at each Congressional office on
time, and in the proper form



Submitting Your Request

Q: Who do you send your request
to?

A: Both of your Senators and your
House member (or members).



If at first you don’t succeed...

... re-evaluate and maybe try again
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e © = | A Look at the Competition:

Transportation Funding in Millions of Dollars
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Useful Website:

o Thomas
http://thomas.loc.gov
Status of Appropriations Bills



http://www.thomas.loc.gov/

Conclusion

o Planning and Patience are necessary
iIn applying for Federal funding

o Information & Resources on Federal
funding Is readily available

o Have Realistic Expectations

Prepared by Office of Senator Patty Murray
2004:Revised by Office Senator Maria Cantwell
2005
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